Awards

José Antonio Tazdén, President of Amadeus IT Group,
receives two prestigious awards from the international
tourism industry and the GEBTA lifetime achievement award.

UNWTO Award for Merit in Business

The World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO), the
United Nations agency for sustainable tourism and
the leading international organisation in the field
of tourism, has awarded José Antonio Tazon,
President and CEO of Amadeus IT Group S.A., its
Plaque for Merit in Business “to recognise his
professional career at the helm of the company, a
leading player in the travel services distribution
industry”. Francesco Frangialli, Secretary General
of the WTO, handed over the award at an official
event held in the WTO Madrid head offices on 19
November.

The recognition is in response to the UNWTO and José Antonio Tazon (left) receiving the 2007 Plaque
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the global tourism industry and encouraging other

members of the business community to follow his example”.

2007 Medal for Merit in Tourism

The award, granted by the Spanish Ministry for Industry, Tourism and Commerce,
recognises José Antonio Tazén’s role in our position as global leader in technology solutions
for the travel industry

The Spanish Ministry for Industry, Tourism and
Commerce has awarded José Antonio Tazon,
President of Amadeus IT Group S.A., the Medal for
Merit in Tourism in the International category, in
view of the merits and circumstances that
distinguish his career. The prize was awarded in
November, at the official event celebrated with all
of the award winners.

The official announcement bases José Antonio
Tazdn’s nomination on “having steered the group’s
development to its current position as global
leader in technology and distribution solutions for
the travel and tourism industry”.

José Antonio Tazon (far right) being awarded 2007
Medal of Merit in tourism by Spanish Government

Created in 1962, the Medal and Plaque for Merit in
Tourism are civil, honorific national awards and
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the highest honour the Government of Spain grants to people and organisations which, through
their actions, have stood out in the promotion of tourism, actively supported it, provided
services relevant to Spanish tourism or offered a positive image of Spanish tourism in an
international context.

José Antonio Tazén

José Antonio Tazoén joined Amadeus in 1987, in the early years of the company. Since his
appointment as President and CEO in 1990, Tazon has directed the company’s development and
in 15 years has helped us become one of the main providers of technology for the travel
industry, with a presence in 215 markets.

Under his leadership, the Amadeus System went into operation in 1992 and quickly spread
across Europe, South America and the Asia-Pacific region. When System One (an American
electronic reservations system) was acquired in 1995, Amadeus entered the US market. Since
then, Tazdn has continued to direct our international expansion and the diversification of our
business, evolving from a simple GDS to supplier of information technologies for the travel
industry.

Throughout his professional career, José Antonio Tazon has actively participated in the sector’s
main associations. He has been a member of Exceltur, an alliance for excellence in tourism,
since its creation in 2002. Also of note is his membership of the exclusive British Travel
Industry Hall of Fame, and the World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC), which groups together
leaders of the travel and tourism industry at a global level.

José Antonio Tazon receives the GEBTA lifetime achievement award

April saw José Antonio Tazdn, President of Amadeus,
being granted the 2008 GEBTA lifetime achievement
award in recognition of his strategic vision and
commitment to travel technology for over 35 years.

Formed in 1967, the Guild of European Business Travel
Agents (GEBTA) is an independent association that aims
to “champion the interests” of the European corporate
travel sector. This was the fifteenth year of the
prestigious annual awards at which GEBTA recognises
professionals and institutions related to corporate
travel.

Throughout his professional career, José Antonio Tazon
has actively participated in the sector’s main
associations, including:

José Antonio Tazén (right) receiving the award
= The British Travel Industry Hall of Fame, from the Vice Chairman of GEBTA, Martin Sarrate.
= The Travel Hall of Fame of the Travel Industry
Club of Germany
= The World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC)
= Exceltur

A lifetime dedicated to the travel and tourism industry
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The GEBTA award is one of a number of recognition awards granted to José Antonio Tazon. Last
year, José Antonio received the plaque for business merit from the World Tourism Organisation

and Medal for Merit in International Tourism from the Spanish Ministry for Industry, Tourism
and Commerce.

Click here to learn more about these and other awards
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